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Presentation of the issue

Prof. Said Rahmani

Rector of Algiers 2 University
Director of the journal

The Editorial Board is pleased to present to its esteemed readers a new issue
of the journal Afkar wa Affak, an international peer-reviewed scientific
journal published by the University of Algiers 2 — Abou El Kacem Saadallah.
Through this issue, the journal continues its mission of disseminating
knowledge and promoting academic research. This edition is distinguished
by its epistemic and linguistic diversity, which embodies the journal's
openness to various humanities, social, and educational disciplines, and
fosters dialogue among researchers from diverse backgrounds.

This first issue of Volume 14 features ten articles written in Arabic, English,
Spanish, German, and French, covering the fields of philosophy, sociology,
literature, language pedagogy, and archacology. Overall, this issue reflects
the vitality of scientific inquiry, addressing topics ranging from fundamental
philosophical inquiries to contemporary educational challenges, as well as

historical and archaeological research.

In the Arabic section, the first article deals with the problem of evil in
Christian thought through an analysis of Saint Augustine's vision of Divine
Providence and the relationship of free will to God's wisdom and His
governance of the world, highlighting the theological and philosophical
dimension of the idea of evil as a deficiency in good, not an entity
independent in itself. As for the second article, it discusses the crisis of
marginalizing the human and social sciences in light of the dominance of
contemporary  technical-economic logic, revealing the effects of
reductionism and utilitarian logic on the status of these sciences, and the

ways to restore their epistemological and cultural role.

In the English section, the third article offers a theoretical approach to the
conceptual ambiguity associated with research paradigms, proposing an
integrative framework that helps doctoral students and researchers
understand the interconnections between the philosophical and
methodological foundations of scientific research. The fourth article
investigates Algerian EFL students’ attitudes toward the use of artificial
intelligence tools in enhancing self-regulated learning, highlighting the
opportunities and challenges posed by these technologies in higher
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education. The fifth article presents a critical reading of Kwasi Wiredu’s
concept of “conceptual decolonization,” emphasizing its contribution to
postcolonial discourse. The sixth article explores issues of gender, race,
class, and disability through an intersectional analytical lens, revealing how

human experience and female identity are constructed within literary texts.

The seventh article, written in Spanish, examines the impact of feedback on
improving academic performance and fostering learner autonomy among
secondary school learners of Spanish as a foreign language, emphasizing the
importance of pedagogical reinforcement in enhancing effective learning and
academic achievement.

In the German section, the eighth article investigates the role of audiovisual
media in teaching German as a foreign language, with a particular focus on
the contribution of educational videos to the development of intercultural
competence among university students. The ninth article examines the
effectiveness of station-based learning as a didactic approach to addressing

the challenges of overcrowded university classrooms.

The issue concludes with the tenth article, written in French, which sheds
light on rare artifacts from the ancient city of Djemila in Algeria, through an
analytical study of bone tesserac bearing Latin inscriptions, thereby
enriching research into the ancient history of Algeria and its relationship to

social and cultural practices in ancient African cities.

In presenting this issue to the academic community, the journal extends its
sincere gratitude and appreciation to all contributing authors, as well as to
the reviewers for their rigorous scholarly efforts and valuable feedback. It
also acknowledges the efforts of the editorial board and the entire
administrative and technical staff who contributed to bringing this issue to
publication in its present scholarly form. Finally, the journal hopes that this
issue will enrich academic debate, meet the needs of students, teachers, and
researchers, and open new horizons for scientific inquiry, thereby enhancing
the standing of Algerian universities.

On behalf of the Journal Director
The Editor-in-Chief
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